
First national community project launched with a big bang 
 

  
Minister for Education, Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam addressing the audience 

Minister for Education, Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam, examining the rain-gauge with 
Senoko Chairman Mr John Lim. 

 
The Education Minister, Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, officially launched the National Weather 
Study Project on 31-March at Senoko Power Station. The ceremony was attended by French 
Ambassador, government/regulatory dignitaries, schools’ principal, teachers and students, our 
business partners and staff. In his speech, the Minister gave credit to the project as a great example 
of partnership between his ministry and private sector where the students will be able to pick up new 
skills outside their text books, widen their horizons and learn to maximize their time resources. Both 
Senoko and NEA will provide the technical guidance on the practical aspect of the project. The 
winners of the national competition, to be held in the first semester of 2006 and 2007, will stand to win 
a chance to showcase their work at overseas. From a straw poll with the adopted schools, almost all 
of them express keen interest to participate in the project.  
 

   
North View Primary School EEA Teacher Miss Mae-
Ann and her students were fascinated by the 
weather instruments on display. 

A meteorological officer from NEA explaining the 
working of rain gauge to students from Xishan 
Primary School. 

 
Why do we launch this National Weather Study Project ? Before coming to the question, perhaps let’s 
ask what do the followings have in common - break up of polar ice sheet, receding snowline, glacier 
retreat, rising seawater level, extreme droughts, major floods no city planners can anticipate, forest & 
bush fires, haze blanketed the whole sky, increasing cases of severe respiratory illness, etc? They 
are the effects of climate change and global warming that have become increasingly more frequent 
and more intense on a global scale. In Singapore, the 10 hottest years on record occurred since 
1990s. 2003 and 2004 were the hottest on planet. 2005 might be no exception. 9-Feb-05 was 
remembered as the hottest Chinese New Year day in 15 years. There were over 500 bush fires in 
Jan-Feb 2005 alone. Your writer was forced to evacuate from his home under police order on 16-Feb 
when a nearby bush fire almost destroy rows of houses at the quiet Sembawang Road 
neighbourhood, with no time to pack important personal belongings. 
 
Singapore economy and our trade are so integrated with other countries that we can no longer be 
isolated from the rest of the world. Gradual and abrupt changes in climate that are experienced in one 
corner of the planet can cause a series or chain of reactions that will eventually affect us. Many world 



leaders consider global warming and climate change to be one of the most pressing problems 
affecting the world in the medium to long term. 
 
We are proud to be a market leader in green initiatives – the first to bring in natural gas, the first to 
introduce combined cycle technology and repowering concept, the first to have a reliable dual gas 
supplies and the first GenCo to be certified ISO 14001. We have built an internal capacity to ensure 
we will always be a lean, clean and green corporate citizen. Going beyond, we want to increase the 
awareness of our younger population, especially the students in schools, about climate change, 
global warming and their inter-relationship with the environment.  
 
Thinking long and hard, the company introduces a nation-wide community-based project, which is 
endorsed by National Environment Agency (NEA) and Ministry of Education (MOE). Under the 
project, the company has pledged $1m to sponsor mini weather station for all participating schools. 
With the official launch, we will be going into next phase of engaging MOE and the schools interested 
to take up the project. Prof Leo Tan, Director of NIE and Chairman of NPark, and Prof Lim Hock, 
Director of Temasek Laboratory and Asst Director of Research from NUS have agreed to be the co-
chairmen of the Advisory Committee, which will comprise academic from NUS, NTU, SMU, MOE, 
NEA, Senoko Power, etc. The Advisorry Committee will be supported by a Working Committee made 
up of personnel from Senoko Power, MOE and NEA.  
 
The ceremony also marked the achievement of three other major environmental milestones: 

·  Prize presentation to the winning schools and students of Festive Card Design Competition, 
·  Official completion of $600m Stage I repowering project, in which the ageing 3x120MW oil-

fired steam plants were transformed into high-efficiency and environmentally-friendly 
3x360MW combined cycle plants, at half the cost of a similar greenfield plant much talked 
about in other part of Singapore; and 

·  Official handing over of Senoko 2,400 m3/day Desalination Plant, the first operational plant to 
utilise ultra-filtration membrane pre-treatment technology. 

 
Over 14 media reported the event in TV, newsprint and over the radio. The highlight was the Minister 
giving away the prizes to the principals and the winners of the drawing competition. Proud parents 
attended the ceremony to see their children receiving the award from the hands of the Minister. 
 
Photo 5 Photo 6 
Minister for Education, Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam and Senoko Chairman Mr 
John Lim with all the winning schools’principal 
and students of festive card design competition.  

Minister for Education, Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam, hold high the winning drawing 
from 9-year old Master Chan Kai Siang from Si 
Ling Primary School 

 
At the plant tour, the Minister was very impressed with the technology deployed and even suggested 
the students be brought to site to see first hand how the salty seawater is converted to the high-purity 
water to let them appreciate the process involved in the material transformation and the importance to 
conserve the precious water resource. 
 
Photo 7 Photo 8 
Mr Yu Tat Ming, VP(Asset Management) showed 
the ultra-filtration membrane column of Senoko 
Desalination Plant to the Education for Education, 
Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam (front row centre) 
and Prof Simon Tay, Chairman of National 
Environment Agency (extreme right). 

Mr Yu Tat Ming, VP(Asset Management) 
explaining CCP plant configuration to Minister for 
Education, Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam (right) 
and His Excellency, Jean-Paul Reau 
Ambassador of France (left). 
 

 
Approached by the media on Senoko environmental and community-bsed initiatives, Mr Roy Adair, 
President and CEO of Senoko Power, said: “We are delighted to have completed the Stage I 
Repowering Project and the Desalination Plant Project on schedule. The successful completion of 
both projects underpins Senoko’s commitment to provide a safe, reliable and competitively-priced 
electricity supply to our discerning customers while materially benefiting the environment. At the same 
time, we wish to be the catalyst among the industry players that really care for the community and the 
environment, which we have put among the top management’s agendas. These initiatives enable 
Senoko Power to provide to its customers the power to make a difference.” 
 


